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Arts and Cultural Activation Grant Application
James River Arts & Cultural District (JRAC) Grant Program | FY 2026
Use this application for Arts and Cultural Activation Grants only. This category supports district-level activation in Downtown and Fifth Street through public-facing arts and cultural programming. These grants are not intended to replace or supplement ongoing fundraising, sponsorship development, or earned revenue strategies. Arts & Cultural Activation Grants are open to any applicant, provided the proposed project occurs within the JRAC district boundary.
Applicant Information
Provide organization name, EIN (if applicable), address, primary contact, email, phone, and authorized signatory.
Project Overview
Provide project title, location(s), date(s), requested amount, and total project cost.
District Activation
Describe how the project activates Downtown and/or Fifth Street and increases visitation, foot traffic, or visibility within the district.
Audience and Engagement
Identify target audiences (residents, visitors, students, workers, tourists) and how you will reach them. Include accessibility considerations.
Artistic and Cultural Merit
Describe the artistic/cultural content and how it contributes to Lynchburg’s arts identity.
Economic and Visitor Impact
[bookmark: _GoBack]Applicants should estimate the economic impact of the proposed project using the Americans for the Arts Economic Impact Calculator (or a comparable tool).
Applicants should:
• Estimate projected attendance and visitor spending assumptions
• Run the calculator to generate estimated economic impact
• Provide a brief summary of the results within the application
The calculator output does not need to be submitted as a separate document.
When admissions are charged, applicants are responsible for complying with all applicable City of Lynchburg Amusement Tax reporting and remittance requirements.
Innovation and Evolution
If previously funded, describe how the project has evolved (new elements, partners, audiences, locations, or program model).
Sustainability and Leverage
Describe how the project is supported beyond JRAC funding (earned revenue, sponsorships, partners, other grants) and the plan to sustain or evolve the project.
Budget and Attachments
Applicants must attach the Proposed Project Budget Worksheet provided by the City. Alternate budget formats will not be accepted.
The budget must reflect the full cost of the project and identify all revenue sources, including JRAC funds, any other City support (in-kind or other) and non-City support.
Applicants must also include a brief budget narrative (1–2 paragraphs) explaining major expense categories and how JRAC funds will be used within the overall project budget.
Supporting materials should be limited to documents necessary to explain the proposed project (for example: quotes, plans, or key documentation). Excessive supplementary materials may not be reviewed.
Authorization
Authorized signatory attests the application is accurate and agrees to execute a Disbursement Agreement if awarded. W-9 will be required prior to payment. 
If awarded, the applicant agrees to acknowledge funding support by including both the City of Lynchburg logo and the LYH LOVES YOU brand mark on all project-related materials and media, in accordance with City and OEDT branding guidelines.
Post-Award & Documentation Requirements
If awarded, the applicant agrees to:
· Execute a Disbursement Agreement with the City;
· Submit a Final Report within forty-five (45) days of project completion;
· Submit a final budget reconciliation using the City-provided worksheet;
· Provide 5–10 high-quality photographs documenting the event and district engagement;
· Include both the City of Lynchburg logo and the LYH LOVES YOU brand mark on all project-related promotional and public-facing materials.
Failure to comply with reporting or branding requirements may affect eligibility for future funding.
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